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tion and life-performance and estimates of intelligence from Rors-
chach and Thematic Apperception Tests. It is much more likely
that the test fails to measure "native intelligence" and really requires
a number of the experiences children meet with in school, even
though it does not make use of English, arithmetic, or other subjects
taught. Important among these experiences would be familiarity
with being told by a strange white person to do an apparently sense-
less task. Probably also the handling of pencils and toys would give
a schoolchild an advantage over one whose life had been mostly spent
wandering through the sagebrush with a flock of sheep. It would
be incorrect to claim that schooling makes the children more intelli-
gent: rather it helps them to mobilize their own ability so that they
can do well on the Arthur Test.
If school experience makes such a difference in IQ earned on this
test, one might expect that the older children would tend to make
a better showing than the younger ones. This was not the case, and
irregularity of schooling may well be the reason. In white schools,
a child of six is usually in his first year of training, and with each
added year of age he has also another year of school. Navaho chil-
dren, on the other hand, may begin school at any age from six on,
and may drop out for varying periods at any age, so that a fifteen-
year-old may be in his second year of school or a twelve-year-old in
his sixth. Under these circumstances one could hardly expect a cor-
relation of age with IQ.
There was litde difference between boys and girls except at Navaho
Mountain where the girls* average IQ was lower than that of the
boys. This may well be due to the fact that fewer girls than boys
tested had attended school.
The numbers of children are too small to prove beyond all doubt
that this is a true picture of Navaho intelligence. However, the fig-
ures fit the situation, and it seems likely that, if a hundred times as
many children had been tested, the results would still show the same
trends and would still depend on the proportion of schooled chil-
dren to unschooled for absolute values. It appears that, with a com-
parable amount of school experience, Navaho children would make
at least as good a showing as white children. Of the sample tested,
73 per cent were schooled, or more than twice as large a proportion
as the 25-30 per cent estimated for the whole Reservation.
From Table 3 and Figure 5 it is easily seen that the same Shiprock